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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





Seed For
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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     Concerning these things Jesus said, "But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth: for such doth the Father seek to be his worshippers. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship in spirit and truth". (John 4:23-24) Paul describes the Church as, "the pillar and ground of the truth". (I Tim. 3: 15) It is something that has as its core God and not Starbucks coffee.


     Such modern perversions of what is acceptable to God is from the precepts of man and Jesus condemns it as" vain worship"  (Matt. 15: 9)


     While the appeal of "Starbucks coffee" and "music you can relate to" and "any thing goes" are obviously wrong, we must not allow the not so obvious to cloud our focus on the real purpose of "church", i.e. assembling together to worship God. 


     There are many benefits to each of us in worship. We are encouraged by fellowship, we are strengthened by study together, our hearts are made glad when we sing together and we feel the tie that binds us when we eat the supper. There are outreach opportunities for guest who come and observe. But, we must remember always that the real reason for our coming together is none of these things. Our purpose as a church is to praise God, to worship Him and to honor who He is and what He means to us.


     When John fell at the feet of the angle to worship him, he was rebuked with two words, "worship God". (Rev 22: 8-9) 


     Worship is not about Starbucks or us, it is about God. Let's keep Him in focus as we worship today and every Lord's day


			JP








In Parade Magazine a number of years ago, an article introducing "Brotherhood Week" began with the following lines:


He drew a circle that left me out


Heretic, rebel a thing to flout.


But love and I had the wit to win; 


We drew a circle that took him in.


The article continued with the observation that the universal love of God should be the ideal which all of us should seek to attain.


God's circle of love


    It is certainly true that God's circle of love is universal.  It is a circle as big as the whole world.  "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life" (John 3"16).


God's circle of acceptance


    Today, however, that God loves all men is not to say that He approves or accepts all men as they are.  His circle of acceptance and fellowship is drawn much tighter and is much more exclusive.


    God's circle of acceptance excludes those who do not know Him.  ". . The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  And these will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power" (2 Thess. 1:7-9, NASB).


God's circle of acceptance excludes those who do not believe in Jesus.  Jesus said, ". . . If you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins? (John 8:24).











"But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. . . . Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect" (Matthew 5:44-45, 48).


     At the same time, we must avoid any appearance of approving, condoning or accepting attitudes or conduct, which God rejects.  The world, some brethren, and even members of our own family may call us unloving if we refuse to accept an ungodly lifestyle.  They may call us judgmental, bigoted or narrow-minded, but so be it.  Being "followers of God as dear children" (Ephesians 5:1), we must "have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them" (Ephesians 5:11).


Note, however, that God takes "no pleasure in the death of the wicked" (Ezekiel 33:11).  It behooves us even less, as sinners saved by grace, to be self-righteous or to take any delight or pleasure in condemning or refusing fellowship to those who persist in sin.  Godly love, while refusing acceptance of sinners in their sin, reaches out sacrificially to try to save them.  "God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8).  "Beloved, if God so loves us, we also ought to love one another" (1 John 4:11).


____________________________





The rod and reproof give wisdom: 


but a child left to himself bringeth 


his mother to shame. (Prov 29:15)











Love versus Acceptance       Reused 2011


By Sewell Hall





God's love is universal, but to say that God loves all men is not to say that He approves or accepts men as they are.








God's circle of acceptance excludes those who will not repent.  Jesus said, "Unless you repent you will all likewise perish" (Luke 13:3).


     God's circle of acceptance excludes those who have been born only once.  "Jesus answered, 'Most assuredly I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. . . . Unless one is born of water and the spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God" (John 3:3-5).


 God's circle of acceptance excludes those who fail to bear fruit.  "Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away" (John 15:2).


     God's circle of acceptance excludes the immoral.  "Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived.  Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God" (1 Corinthians 6:9-10).


God's circle of acceptance excludes all who walk in darkness.  ". . . God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.  If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth" (1 John 1:5-6).


     It is clear from these passages that God's circle of acceptance encompasses only a small portion of the world's population.  Jesus affirmed this fact when He said, ". . . Narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it" (Matthew 7:14).


Our circles


     We must draw our circle of love as large as God has drawn His.  We must go beyond loving family and friends and love even our enemies.








God vs Starbucks?


"For many are called, but few chosen". (Matt 22:14)





     I received in the mail this past week (as perhaps many of you did) a card, from a group calling itself "Mountain Lake Church". The card was an effort to solicit and recruit and it did so in a way that will appeal to a lot of people, I am sure. The thrust of the solicitation was, "Why can't CHURCH be more like STARBUCKS?" "Real people. Doing real life. Together." There is little doubt that the promoters of this question think that it is and that’s the way it should be. The challenge to those who would accept is, "We'll change the way you think about church" and the proof is, complete with logo, "Serving Starbucks coffee every week". Such is the appeal of modern religion.


     It has not been too many years past when most of the denominational churches would not have tolerated such things. They, too, saw their assembly as a time of worship to God with reverence. Yet, through the evolution of modernism, most now offer a "contemporary service" which is nothing more than an "anything goes" show. The idea of "Church" is similar to the idea of "Theater". A happening designed to entertain folks.


     In every use of the word church in the New Testament, it is a description of saints gathered to worship God. From the Greek "ek"  (out of) and 


"klesis"  (a calling ) is "ekklesis" (church) the called out of God. (Rom. 8: 28) That calling comes by a standard of obedience to the will of God through the gospel of Jesus Christ. (II Thess 2: 14; I Pet. 5: 10)
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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;


Sis. Elaine Clem;  Bro. Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby


The Hammonds as they anticipate their


new baby


Sis. Becky Sulc and the Sulc family with


the death of her mother. 


Bro. Wes and June Guyton are in Ala.


Visiting his mother





_______________________________


Men's Meeting


Today at 3:30 PM


All of the male members are 


Encouraged to attend 


    ____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Ron Wood


Song Leader---Phillip West


Lord's Supper---Michael Burke


   Asst. 1-----Joe Phillips	


   Asst. 2-----Buddy Clark


   Asst. 3-----Garrett Douthitt


   Asst. 4-----Zachary Huff


   Asst. 5-----Rex Veteto


2nd Prayer----David Brown


Scripture Reading---Norm Rich


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----Jim Statham


Closing Prayer-----Malcolm Smith


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Troy Halt


Song Leader---Marty Hammond


2nd Prayer------Joey Jackson


Scripture Reading---Grant Hicks


Sermon----Steve Tramell


Lord's Supper----Michael Burke


Announcements----Jim Statham


Closing Prayer-----Rex Veteto


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Drew Bowman


Invitation---Steve Huff


Closing Prayer---Zachary Huff





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














